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SUPRT‘MT‘ COURT OF TI']I STATE OF Nb\N YORK

(‘OUNTY or NI:W YORK C ;
: X.
- JARED PAUL STERN, o ‘IndcxNo /e 3‘:1 ’L !0 +
_— . _ o _ Date Purchased: 3{22_15?
Plaintiff,
_ : Plaintiff(s) dcswnatc(s) .
-agains(- NEW YORK
o T T “County as the place of tr ial,
RONALD BURKLE, FRANK RENZI, S ,
MICHAEL SITRICK, WILLIAM SHERMAN, - The basis of the ifanue'iﬂ o .
- THE NEW YORK DAILY NEWS. . . . o Defendants’ place of oo 0o
HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON and - business. C
WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON, T
' : _ SUMMONS
Defendants. : '
- - - X

" TOTHE ABOVE—NA MED DEFENDANTS:

YOU ARE HEREBRY SUMMON]SD to answer the C(JmpTa'mt i this action und to
scrve a copy oi' vour answer, or, if the comp}amt is not served with this smmons, to servea
Notice 01' Appearance, on the P]anmﬁ’s Altorpey thhm 20 days after th: service of tiis
SUTITROIS, CXL]LLSIV& of the day of service (or within 30 days after tbe scrvice 15 wmplctc if this
surnmons is not pe!sozmlly ddwercd ’co you within tha-Suzte uf' Ncw Yor}f.) and in case: of yOur B

failure to appmr oT answer, 1udgmenr wﬂl be taken agamsr. ycw by dcfau]i for the 1cl1cf demanded o

m 1hc comp!amr,

March 21 2007

- -M*C:H,ﬁELG Dow&}
: - . Attorney for Plainuiff
e L oRE ‘112 Madison Avenue, 3 Floor
o ;NET_;&SOFECE " NewXork. NY 10016
COUNTY O -iﬂiﬁ 1 (212)751-1640
-w.\R- 22° | |
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' SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

X

COUNTY OF NEWYORK
X
JARED PAUL STERN, |
. Plaintiff, : : ' .

| -against- IndéxNo. J©39] 5./ o7
- RONALDBURKLE,FRANKRENZI, . - R
= © ' MICHAEL SITRICK, WILLIAM SHERMAN, | D COMPLAINT
P The NEW YORK DAILY NEWS, ~ =~ S R
! HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, and
; WILLIAM TEFFERSON CLINTON, .
‘ | D@:fcudants.
I

Plaintiff, Jared Paul Stern, sues Defendants Ronald Burkle, Frank Renzi, Michael

Sitrick, William Sherman, the New York Daily News, Hillary Rodham Clinton, William

Jefferson Clinton, and alleges as fonows:

PARTIES, msmg TION AND VENUE

1. Plamnff Jared Panl Stern is-an, mdmdual res1dmg in the State of New York.
T " Upon mfonuatmn and belief, Defendant Rona]d Bmklms anmdmdualremdmg '

* in'the State of Ca}ﬂ'orma
3. Upon mformauon and belief, Defendant chhacl Sitrick i3 an mdw;duai "

) rcstdmg in thf: Statc of Ciliformia..

4 :- UPD“ mfomﬂfmﬂ and behef Defendant Frank Rewziis anmdmdual . 'i:i': _
rcsxdmgmthe State ofCa_]_,mem e o f L , |
ouNT"
1 O ‘GOMPP_\F‘
. ‘\\f‘\lci)'? copY FiLE
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5. L Upen information ,a;ld Eeﬁef, .Defendeet William _Shei'm_zm is an mdmdua] . |
.re51d111g in the State of New York | | -
6 Defendant Hillary Rodham Clinton is an mdxv1dual residing in the State of
New Yerl; |
. '7.- ' D_efenéant-Wﬂliam Jeffei_:son Cﬁﬁfqn is an. individual‘;esidieg'in ‘r_.h.e‘S"tate‘ .
of Ne'w York. ' | | . o
8. Upon information end beh‘ef, Defehdeni the New York Daily N eﬁsl ie a
corporanon conducﬁng busmess in'the State of New York. | |
9. Venue and Jurjsémuon are. preper m thJs Conurt as the defamatory statements
_aed other ;Loxtlous acts were czrculated and perpetrated in N ew York County, wh10h

constltutes a t_raﬂsactmn or occurrence out of Wthh Plamnff’ 8 claims arise and the events and

OCCUITENCES OTRGIWEE to0K place Jﬁ"NE"W“Y"GTk Gounty—New—Yﬂrk

10...' All condltxons precedent to the brmgmg and maurtenaece of thls actmn ;
have been satzsﬁed -OT wawed l | | |
‘ ‘ | FAC’I‘ UAL ALLEGA’I‘IONS
' "_ Il 1,1 < At the tjme of the events desenbed herem, Mr Stern was a mglﬂy-regard‘ed
' freelance Joumahst and hterary editor employed by the New York Post ona part-t;.me ba&us
N as we]l asa contributox to pubhcauons such as the Wa]l Street J oumal the New York Txmes
andNewYorkMagazme R I
: 12.' Dunng the past few years, Defendant Burkle a powerﬁll pohtxcaﬂy
-' -connected ba.]]‘lonalxe who socxahzes w1th celebntxes and carries on sexual halsons w1th faslnon L

N models some of whom are under the age of consenl, became mcreasmgiy upset at what he -
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: :percerved as unﬂattermg coverage n the New York Post . R L
13, Bu.rkle was concerned that reports of his personal affaars, sexual and '

. financial rmsconduc‘:t and mfermauon about his- extremely acnmomous dworce would

- hamper ‘his abﬂ:ty to contmue to engage m unsavory and ﬂlegal cOnduct with mnpumty, and.

1

would embarrass and ﬁnphcate clese associates such ag h.‘IS advrsor and employee former '

- ‘Presrdent Bill C]mtorr and. C]mtons w;fe Senator Hl]lary C}mton both of whom he has

supported and coritifnes to support pohnca]ly and financm]ly

14. Unbe]cnownst to Mr. Stém at the time, BmMe had sent the New York Post '

. threatenmg letters in an effort to d:scourage the paper from publ:lshmg further revelauons of

his hcennous mproper andfor questmnable behawor which mcluded h]S connections,, -

frxendshxp and/or business relatronshxp with his employee, Bill C]mton, arid Mr, Clmton's w1fe -

New York Senator I—Iﬂlaxy Clinton. He had even wmten 1o the New York Post S OWIeT,

‘Rupert Murdoch
N ‘15.' - On March 22 2006 at Burkle’s nvitation, Mi. Stern and Burkle met at an .

apartment at 250 Mercer St mNew York Clty rented by Burkle ThJS was falsely presented -

10 Mr Stern as a contmuatmn of drscuss;ons about Burlde s media strategy and Skuﬂ &

| Bones by A ared Paul Stern the clothmg line started byMr Stern in'the summer of 2005 sa1d

- dlSCUSSIOﬂS were 1mt1ated by Burkle ata meetmg between the two men w’mch Buﬂde had" _

t

arranged n July 2005

: 16.- The March ?2 2006 meetmg was m fact a "set up” perpetrated by Burkle :'

and secretly vrdeotaped by Burkl le’ H secunty tea:m d1rected by Defendant Renz1 anex-Seeret: ‘

B Servme agent fonnerly n the employ of Bﬂl C}mton and head of secur:lty for Burkle s:" -
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' w:thout Mr Stem $ knowledge or consent Using prwate mvestlgatoxs and others with ties to

Defendants Hﬂlary and Bﬂ] C]Jnton Burk_le freque:uﬂy v1deotapes and TUDS sm'veﬂlance on

A

. juvestment firm Yucaipa Cos., and disreputable private'ﬁxvesﬁgator Richard' Di Sabatino, '

' busmess assocmtes employees acquamtances nvals and even relatlves thhout the1r

knowledge or consent. Burkle and-Renzi had also run surveﬂlance and “dzzt” 'gathermg o

operatlons on Page Six edltor lhchard .Tohnson his fam;ly, and other Pagc S]X staffers

17. Immedmtely fo]lowmg the March 22 2006 meetmg, Burkle, his. attorneys

cludmg New York based Jawyer Tom Harvey (a frequent Page Sv; source fox mfonnauon

. about bas own chents), Burkle’s secunty team, headed by Renz1 varions former federal

management expert Burkle had lured knowmgly made false and haseless allegatlons and

to extort money from him in exchmge for favorable coverage mthe New Yorlc Post

.18, Usmg Burkle's pohtlcal mﬂuence }:us coxmecnons to and concerted activities -
' '“'Mth, Bill and Hﬂlary Clmton and Renz1 s t1es to. former co]leagues among }ngh~raxﬂ<mg
ofﬁcmls and federal agents Burkle Renzz and their cohozts were able 10 convmce the federal "

'a:lthonnes to mvesngate Burkle s false and baseless a}legauons desprte the lack of ev1dence

Umted States used thelr mﬂuence and posmon thh federa] authontles in New York to' PR

fuxthe:r thJS scheme They thus acted m concert WIth the other Defendants

On March 31 2006 Mr. Stern agazn ‘'met w1th Bmlde at Burldes Lo |

prosecutors n Burkles employ, and Defendant Sitrick, a pubhc z:elatxons and crisis "

. pIOVlded false evidence to the FBI and u.s. Attomey’s oﬂice that Mr. Stetn was attemptmg‘ i

 that Mr Stern had done anyt}nng even remotely ﬂlegal On mformanon and behef Hﬂlary .

| ‘ Clmton, as the U.s. Senator from New York and Bill Clmton, es former PIeSldent of the )
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: ‘mv1tat1on TheMarch 31, 2006 mcetmg was also secretly vldeotapcd th:stzme a]legedlywm.‘.':- o .

| ,xepfescntatnres of either the FBI and/or the U.S. Attomey’s ofﬁce momtonng the proccedmgs
clcctl:omca]ly in am adjacent reom also rented by Burkle accompamed by Renzi and ot‘ncr_ B
members of Burlde 5 sacunty team | . |
Durmg the March 31, 2006 mcetmg, Burkle nutzated a lengthy d:scuss:ton . | . |
" about. the New York Post and n- parnculax 1ts Page Six gcss1p column wherc Mr Sterx‘a
worlced part—tlme on a ﬁeelancc basis, Burkle askcd M. Stern to- propose a ﬁnancm]
arrangemcnt whcrcby Mr. Stemn would assist Burkle w1th a mecha strate gy and Wlth Burkle s
,plans to acqmre media propcmes and an investment by Burkle in M. Stem 3 clothmg'

L

cormpany, Sku]l & Bones by Jared Paul Stern, was also dlSCLlSSSd in commuancc of the July.

: 2005 meeting.
21.. Dm"mg the March 31, 2006 meeting, and unbclcnowust to Mr. Stern at the
time, Bu;rklc cxcused ‘himself from the room to consult w1th his’ sccunty personnel and

a]]egcdly fhe federal representauvcs who coached hun on ways 10 cntice entrap, cagole-

-

browbeat tnck or otherwmc coerce M.r Stcm nto makmg mcrnnmatmg statements wh1ch .

. dcspxtc Burkle s mampulatlons and decmt Stcrn dec]mcd to do.

.A/_\

22: Faﬂmg to obtam the cv1dence Burke needed to support his false and

mlslcadmg a]legatxons cf extortmn agamst Mr Slern, and ﬁndmg that rhe fcderal authormes '

. on mformatlon and bchef desp1te pressure or mﬂuence from thc Dcfcndants mcludmg Hﬂlary .

- aﬂd B:ll C]mton, weIe not preparcd to ﬁle any charges agalnst Mr Stem on ﬂle b asis o f hls .- . _‘ . .

' lmowmgly falsc and rmslcadmg accusations Burkle m consultatlon with S11:r1ck dec1ded o . L

' plant stones wﬁh Defendant the New York Daﬂy News statmg that Mr Stem was guﬂty of an E f'_: :
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extortion attempt nonetheless. This Burkle.did at the time of or prior to the March 31, 2006

meeting in full knowledge that his accusations were false and misleading and that the federal -

authorii’:ics had a]rcady determined there was no basis for charges of cxtoftion, or any other

' charges to'be brought agamst Mr Stemn.

agents of Burkle 8 subscquently provldcd thc Ncw York Post's chief’ con:qaemor, the Ncw

23, In comultatlon with Burklc and under h1s dn‘oct:on Sitrick and othcr

 York Daﬂy News, wxr.h a brief, hnghly-ed;ted out-of context and n'usleadmg fragment ofthe

wdcotaped convcrsanons ‘between M. Stcrn and Burklc k:nowmg they would | jump at the

chance to attack then: arch—nval Dcfcndam Wﬂham Sherman who had prewously bccn ﬁrcd

by the New York Post, obtamcd the assignment to do the story

24, Burklcf31mck, and on mformatlon and beliefthe othcr Dcfcndants mstructed.

" the New York Daﬂy News to write that Mt. Stern had committed a crime, though there was

an‘ested for extomon,, and had Burkle's lawycrs and formcr fcderal prosecutors in Buﬂdc 5

cmploy xepeat Ius accusations to the New York DaJIy Ncws Shcrman rccklcssly d]SIEgal'ded -

no evidence to suppoxt the falsc accnsamon, ‘and despite the fact that Mr Stcm bad not been _

charged with any crime: Buxklc / Sitrick told Sherman that Mr. Stem was about to be

the lack of ev1dencc or conﬁnnatzon in support of Burldc $ allcgauons

.25 " On Apnl 6, 2006 Mx Stern rccclved a ca]l from Wﬂham Sherman as]:ung

. 80 and mforrned Shcrman 1hat any such accusanons were ! completcly outrageous

--"'anonymous false and maslcadmg quotes from Bu:]cle assocmtes “off the 1ecor " false and

' 26 : Usmg the hlghly Edlth tapc fragments prowded by Burkle along w1th

: hnn to confirm that he had attcmpted to extort money form Burldc M. Stcm dcchned to do '
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- misleadjiig 'quotes from Sit:ick anda sn-mlar false and misleading statemcni:s ffom Sitziok, a_nd :

_ without any. conﬁrmﬂtmn from the author1t1cs whatsoever Sherman wrote an aIt1cla about

Mr. Stern pubhshed by the New YorL Dally News on its front-page on April 7 2006, a copy _

of Wh.‘lch is attachcd hereto as Exlub:t A Thc amcle was timed to dlSIlIPI the weddmg of

Page Six CdItOI Richard J ohnson

'27. ' Head]med “Page SlX Scandal ” the front page declared “FBT Launches

Probe of Gossip Column and “N Y. Post writer tries to shakc down bﬂhonax:e” ncxt toa,

photo of Mr. Stem and his name.‘ The article ‘contamcd unirue, fals_c and rmsleac_lmg

statemcnts congsisting of the fo]lowmg

4. - “The Billionaire, the Post and the $220G Shakedowxi " Wﬂham
Sherman, The Billz’onaf%e, rhe Post and the $220G Sha{cedom, the New York Daﬂy News,

Apr. 7, 2006.
b. "A New York Post Page Six staﬁfer solicited $220, 000 from a h.lgh

.proiile billionaire in return for 2 year s ‘protection’ agamst maccurate and unﬂatte.rmg items

abour. th in the g0551p page the Daily News has leaiﬁed_" Wﬂham Shcrman, The .

_ lellonazre the Post and the $220G Shakedown, the New York Daﬂy News, Apr 7 2006 '

c. "Page Six wntex wanted $$$ 10 stop maccurate coverage " leham e

_ .Sherman, The lelzon:azre, the Post and the $220(}‘ Shakedown the New York DaJl}T News :

ApI 7 2006

.. d "It was aH a setup, a strmg momtored by law sn.‘[orcement mcludmg

. S attorney‘s oﬁce and the FBE who are now 111vesw:1gaunb the extortion attempt v Wﬂ]zam . '

'. _ Sherman, ﬂze lelzonmre tke Pasr and t}ze $220(}‘ Shakedowa the New York Daﬂy News

Iy
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8, 2006.

CApr.7,2006.. . ... ...

e.  “Thesbakedownbeganwitha series of e-mails sent last month by Stem

o Burld e.” William Shermaﬁ, The Billionaire, the Post and the $220G Shakedown, the New

. York Daily News, Apr. 7, 2006

. “It reached a boﬂmg pomt more than an hour into thc first mcetmg

after Stern out]med various ways Burkle could buy pmtecnon on the gossip page.” Wﬂham

" Shexrman, The lelzonazre rhe Post and the $220G Shakedown, the New York Daﬂy News, _'

Apr. 7, 2006.

e. - ‘ 4‘An exlasf)crated Bilrklé ﬁné]ly said, “How mouch do you want?' éﬂcr'
Stcrn Sald he could control coverage by Richard J ohnson the column s chief wnter and his

staff » William Shermzn, The lelzanazre the Post cmd rhe $220G Shakedown, the New York

Daﬂy News, Apr. 7, 2006
h. - “Burkle was outzaged by the payoff pmposmon, Wthh began with the

maﬂs from Stern to Kevm Mearchetti, a:ud employee of Burkle 8.7 Wﬂham Sherman The

L ‘lellonazre, the Post and the $220G Shakedovm, the New York Daﬂy News Apr 7, 2006 -

i “Shakedown attist Jared Paul Stern was taped at two meetmgs w1th

‘ Ron Buxkle . Wilham Sherman Haw He Made Hz.s' M ove, the Ncw York. Daﬂy News, Apr

s ' "Stem had set bJs cash pnce for the one—year shakedom deal.” W'.r}ham ‘

Sherman, How He Made st M ove, the New York Daﬂy News Apr 8 2006

; k’. : “Ea:her n the month after Stern had Sf:nt Burklc e-10a ﬂs askmg for a,-

‘ pnvate meetmg w1th veﬂec‘x hmts of a. shakedown Burkia mmedlately notjﬁed h15 head of. '
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security, aformer Secrét Service agent, and his a;tq:i;cys.

“taking extortion money to kﬂl untrue stories and other favors and

. stories

i

His Move the New York Daﬂy News Apx 8, 2006.

D And throughout last week, until the Daﬂy Naws brokc the story of

R Stcm s shakedown, Stern was sendmg eﬂmaﬂs to a Bu:kle cmployee askmg for his moncy
: Wﬂllam Shermian, How He Made His Move the New Y ork Daily News Apr. 8, 2006

m. "Wﬂham Callahan., a formcr federal prosecutor who vmwed the tapes, '

said, '] would subpoena al‘t the staff of Page Six into a grand j Jury and questlon them about

2006.
. “The shakedown and Stcrn s description. of the mner—workmgs ofPage

Six have rocked thc world of gosSJp, while devastating the Post's franchlse column The'

News'’ reveiatmns about, the scandal have appeared on the front pages of newspapers around

the nation. and on telewsmn news shows as well " Wﬂham Sherman, How He Made st

 Move, jthe. New York Daﬂy News Apr 8 2006

'0. '

T .. William Sherman How He Made st Move, tha New York Daﬂy Naws Apr 8 2006

» Wiliam Shégan, How He Made .

cons1derat1on for favorable ‘

” Wﬂ]xam Sherman, How He Made H is Move, the New York Da;ly News, Apr 8 |

“Stern 18 ]Jsted in the Post’s phone duectlon and he was at his’ desk .

" when The News ca]led him shortly before 5 p m. .On Thursday to ask about the shakedown e




- coverage in P.age Six.

‘ Stem meetmgs 2s.'a s

.p- . .“When confronted witﬁ the extortion scam ou Tl_m_Jrsdey,' the Post . .

' suspended Stern” Wﬂ]sam Shennfm, Letter to Rupe Sparks Scandal the New York Daily- .

News, Apr. 8 2006 |
g "Stem. solicits ;$220,DOQ anmal payoff to Pro;.cect Buride from falee ’

” V‘\..ﬁ]-]iam Sherman, L}zztér,io Rupe Spaiks Scr'meial,' the New York |

Daily News, Apr 8, 2006 o | |
T “Ma.rch 31-Ina second wdeotaped meetmg, Stemﬁrms up details of

payoff with Burkle.” Williai’n Sherman, Letter to Rupe -.S‘parks Scandal, the New York Daily

" News, Apr. 8,2006.

5 | "‘Excluéive excerpts of scribe’s astonishing shakedown bid". You need 3

. a real fnend’ the New York Daﬂy News, Apr. 8, 2006

1. ° “Stern goes on to say 1f Burkle doesn't pay, the amcles would

ecmtmue » ‘Yau need a real fnend 7 the New York Daﬂy News, Apr. 8 2006

-~

'. u . “All of t"he guests [at R1chard Johnson S weddmg] Who sPDke to The

'News declined to ta]k about the extortion scandal Wﬂllam Sherman and Ange}a Moscom,

Page Szx EdztarMakes Ovn Goss;p at Chic Nups ‘the New York Daﬂy News, Apr 8 2006 o R

'28. The above statements were pubhshed to' third part:es mNew York county and :

_ elsewhere and the Defendants understood the statements to be defamatory and to apply o

the Plamtrff

29. In th.‘lS and subsequent amcles wntten by Sherman coples of whlch EiIB

attached hereto as Exh.\b1t "B " the New York Dauly News falsely cha:actermed the Bu:kle— -

hzkedowx-l “ "shalcedown bzd Y “shakedown deal o "extort bld"
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.. | "e-ttert1on attempt”. and “ extortlon scam.” These statements were aﬂ made a8 unquahﬁed -
' statemenxs of fact, w1th no mdzcatmn that r.hey were merely baseless aJlegauons, and w1thout _

' any confirmpation whatsoever from the authonnes qua]:ﬁed to render such judgments

30. The articles by Sherman also contamed many false statements about the

" meetings as provided by 1 Burlde/S itrick, nchading the asseruons that Burlde s v1deotapmg wWas
‘.m fact a FBI “sting.” ]n one passage mdxcatwe of the general maccuracy apd sloPPmess that
charactenzes the New York Daﬂy News’ repoztmg, Mr. Stem was even fa.lsely descr:cbed as

| havmg igyed blonde hair” | S

_ : 31: ~ Ina fo]low-up story on Aprll g, 2006 a copy of whlch is attached hereto

~as Exh1b1t “C ? Sherman quoted Sitrick in the New York Daﬂy News statmg that "[Burlde} :

,d}d say that the stoty in the New York Daﬂy News was accurate " Mr Stem 8 attomey I oseph- '

: Tacopme advised. Sherman h1s stories were faet grossly maccu:ate and that Burkle had

‘ knowmgly made false a]legattons

32. New York Daily News 3pokesperson Donna Dees told the N ew York Sun
on Apr]l S, 2006 that Mr Stem had perpetxated an extomon plot” and falsely declared o the. '
,' - Assocmted Press that Mr Stem had been "caught on tape-in an FBI sting operatton.

*

Bw:lde/ SltIle then pxowded the same edited tape ﬁagment ttans cr1pt and

Lo de the same false accusatlons to the New York szes, whlch ran a smnlar ftont page story

.
.
i
B
i.
&
l.

[ -

about Mr. Stem on Apnl g, 2006 followed by several follow—up stories, most of which noted
- that Burlcle and hss assocxates were the sole SOUXCE of the unfeunded extomon accusattons .
o 34,  On Aprll 10 2006 ABC News repo:ted that “When the FBI faaled 10, ﬁnd "

enough ev1dence to prosecute 7 ared szl Stern b:lhonan'e Ron Burlde took hls story 10 the L

.1.i.':
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: Daﬂy News.” -ABC News also Ieported that Burkle had tried to mterest other law

enforoement agencies in his so—ca]led “evidence” of extortlon w1thout success.

35.0 No charges were ever ﬁled against Mr Stern. The authorities never ‘

confrrmed BurLJes accusatlons af extomon nor have d1d they ever comment on thBII :

investigation. . In January, 2007 the U S. Attorney’s ofﬁce informed Mr. -Stern’s attorney

7 oseph Taeopma that Mr Stern was no longer under any kind of mvesugamon

36, Knowmg that he had engaged in defamatory and other tortious conduct

Bur]de trxed toe obscure the fact that he and Defendant S1tr10k were t:he source of the- false and

‘ hbelous mformatmn given to the New York Daﬂy News and New York Times Ina New .

York Observer story dated Apnl 17 2006 ‘Burkle and Srtnck demed that they had leaked__

- mformatlon about Mr. Stern to the media and cla:med they were TOT the ones who had

released footage Or transcripts from the ed1ted tape fragment

-37.' However ma .Tuly, 2006 proﬁle of Sn:nck m Los Angeles magazme Sitrick

boasted of the smear campmgn he and Burkle had conducted against Mr. Stern, “The. New -

' .Yoﬂ; Daxly News' amcle was the culmmanon of a plan that Sitrick. and Burkle put into
motion,” the magazme stated The article quoted Defendant S1tr1ck stating ﬂtat he had:
ubjeeted Mr. Stern to “the Wheel of Pain," his term for the public relations. equtvalent of
) torfure. “This guy needs to be outed [smd] S1tr1ck - | | |
38. The false and Imsleadmg New York Daﬂ"y Nesvs and New York TIIIIGS stories
- planfed by Burkle and S1tr1ck were picked up, by other medla eround the country and
'worldW1de m: thousands of amc}es translated mto dozens of IangUages and propagated via .

s countless webs1tes The New York- Daﬂy News front page was reproduced m several -

EPR




' caxrymg Burkle s byline,

' Chelsea Fesenmeler m Cahforma

neu)spaper.,-. Intemnet and magazine articles, mcluding, most recettﬂy, Harper's Bazaar in the

Umted ngdom.

39. In claimed anttmpatlon of My, Stern’s arrest fox extortion, whmh Burkle/
Sitrick falsely assured them v was,
ageﬁcies sent

his prolﬁe:ty,

* police.

40. . On April 12 2006, an edttorxal wntten by Burkle and placed by SlLI‘le

tatements and repeating Burkle s false dccusations of extortton agamst Mr. Stem

41. . Sttnck subsequently posted a statement on his company’s website Iepeatmg o

Burkle's false accnsations agamst M. Stern as

not bemg afraid to “play dlrty
'- : 42 _Stories further dzsparagmg Mr. Stem and repeatmg B‘Lukle s false and baseiless

accusauons as unquahﬁed fact subsequently appeared in Radar Onhne the Intemet versmn of

a New Yoﬂc—based magazme that Burkle owns, One of the arttcles referred to Mr. Stem as

an “extortmnate former gOSSIP colummist,” whﬂe others re-stated Burlcle 8 false accusatlom as

' fact Bur};le subsequenﬂy used Radar to get another Page Six staffer ﬁred

imminent, the New York Daﬂy News- and other news
:eporters to'Mr. Stern's house'in upstate New York, where they trespassed on :

photographed his house and disturbed hzs dog before bemg removed by state.- |
appeared n the Wall Street J ournal ccntanung demonstrably false‘

unquahﬁed fact -and commendmg S1mc1c for

,43. ' Burlde has alnstory of makmg false and m;sleadmg accusatlons as set forth in '

lawsu1ts filed agamst h:m by h1s w1fe $ ex—boyfuend Chaxles A}len, and h1s former nazmy, '

and hJs w:fe H:]lary Chnton, aU S Senator f::om New York also have areputatton for- usmg h

13

]ast year. Bu:rkle 8 busmess associate, Defendant Clmton '
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Room,

such smear tactics, as ev:denced by their forty plus scandals, mcludmg but not limited to

Monica Lewmsky ‘Whitewater, Fﬂegate Travelgate Ch.magate and a host of others that " .

Hﬂla:ry Clmton who, in 1991 1992, concewed of managed and ran the now mfamous “War

Pellicano and other pnvate investigators, set out to and did smear advers aries of the Clintons

to win the Presidency in 1992. T he actions set forth in this complamt area contmuauon of "

this "War Room," for the 2008 CICCU.ODS Recently, even one of their biggest supporters

| embroﬂed their admﬂnstrauon m one scandal after another from 1992 t0. 2000 In fact 1t was

" where her agents, T ames Carville, George Stephanopoulos and others using Anr.hony _

.Ho]lywood producer David Geffen. has dlaractenzed the Clintons and thejr adv1sors as

unscmpulous .and dishopest and as a result has dec1ded io support Barack Obama for

president i 2008.

44,  Burkle and Sitrick have never retracted their false and misle'ading' accusations

agamst Mr Stern nor 1ade any apology for their slanderons and hbelous statements agamst

. him, nor has the New York Daily News issued any retractlonw

45. By manufacturing the scandal a:med at. mcr:mmatmg Mz Stem Defendants

attempt to feport on thejr illegal act1v1ty or. pubhsh embaxrassmg revelaﬂons of Burkle and

: numemus scandals that have been atmbuted and whlch will undoubtedly be unoovered about

," Hﬂlsry Chnton as she runs for the pre51dency in 2008

.14

- Buxkle Renz:, Sitrick and the Cimtons hoped to drvert and mtmndate Journahsts who mlght ‘

- Bill C]mton s sexual n:usconduct mcludmg Clmton s extramantal affans faclhtated by Bukle, -

. and sexual actmty with minors, and evén more zmportantly dmsuade negatlve coverage of the ,




46. .In pamculax, Defendants Burkle Renm Sn:ﬂck and the Clintons, were

anxious to suppress reports that they had lured now- Jaﬁed Clinton pnvate lnvesugator

Anthony Pc]hcano to physically mtm:udatc and dig up "dxrt on the:: adversaries and

journalists who' attempted to rcport the truth about thelr miscopduct. Burkle was esPec1a]1y :

eaget to conceal Pellicano operanons carried out for Bill and Hillary Clmtqn and paid for by

Burkle. Jtisno coincidence that Pellicano was very active for both Hﬂlazy and Bill Clinton in. -

gatheri:ig nformation to smear the Clinton's perceived adversaries dusing the couple’s years ‘

in the White House

47. Dcfendants Burkle the C]mt(:ms Renzi and ‘Sitrick havc spent mﬂhons of

dollars on t‘ms apd similar operatxons :ntended to mtzmidate JOUID.&]JSTZS and po]mcal a:ud |

busmess adversaries in the past When one nat1ona1 magazme was preparmg a proﬁle on- .

Burkle that would have contained revelauons he wished to suppress, Burklc and Renzi dug up

" “dirt” onthe magazme 8 CditOI thCh they confronted }mnthh aftcr whlch he agrecd to kﬂl .

the story In addluon, Defendants conducted survelllzmce on other New York Post Page Six.

-

Sabatmo and othe:s

48 Defendant Bill Clmton is the- Chlcf Marketmg Ofﬁcer for 'Buxkle $ Yucaxpa .

company and 1ts funds and a close Bur]de adwsor  His role is to help find mvestment

opportumucs for Yucaipa. pIOJects nge credlbxhty to Burlde and the funds and champlon .

‘ lhem to corporate executwes umon lcadsrs the mecha and orhers Burkle pays Bﬂl Clinton

$12 $15 mﬁhon a year fcu h:lS services as M. Clmton is: mva]uable due fo the star power hc

15

- staffers, such as editor Richard Johnson The Dcfendant Burkle 8 Yucalpa oﬁices contam o

. many secret ﬁles ful of snnﬂar "du‘t” on Bw:kle s adversanes compﬂed by Renzi, Pe]hcano, Di
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provides. Clinton also receives a share of retums on Yucarpa ﬁmds arrd isa partner m a .

_ the scéne of mumerous debaucheries, on Saturday, March.

) Chn:ton 8 run for the Presrdency

_ Yuca:pa fund that mvests m overseas ventures for which he recerves regular payments

49, Accordingto the New York Tunes Burkle has oonmbuted m:]hons ‘of dol}ars

to both Clintons’ polrtlcal campargm and to the Democratrc Party and has beena srgmﬁcant .
benefactor of the C}mton Lrbrary i Little Rock Arkans as. BurLle also helped paypart ofthe

more than $11 rm]hon in legal bilis Bill Clinton accrued during the Whitewater and Monica '

Lewinsky investigations and was reportedly rewarded with a stay in the Lincoln Bedroom il

'the White House. Senator Hillary Clinton often votes on leglslar_ron affeetmg Burkle s
~ business mterests and it is no coincidence Burlde is hostmg 8 Tnassive fundrmsmg eVent to

brmg in money for Hillary's 2008 Presuientral Electron brd at his. pala‘ual B everly H]]ls estate,

24, 2007. Burkle and BJll Clmton

spend upwards of 500 bours a year to gether, more time ﬂran C]jnton spends wrth his wxfe.

Bill Clmton ﬁ‘equemly flies on Burkle s jet and stays at hrs houses the cornpauy of young

pardon for conv1oted _]unlc bond trader Mjchad Mﬂken who offered a 1arge contn'butmn to the

" Clinton presxdentlal h“brary as an mducement

50. - Defendants Bill and Hﬂlary Clinton concerved of and part1c1pated in and

candrdacy and the C]mtons Teturn to the. Wh1te House Accordmg to the New Yorker f

 females. procnred by the bﬂhorran'e In 2001 Burkle petrnoned Clinton: for a pl.'E.SldentlaI |

' furthered the Jllegal actions of the other Defendauts m- order to destroy Page Six of the New
York Post and the New York Post. i general This was mtended as a prelude to Hr]lary"

n 2008 as Page Slx and the New York Post owned and -

' operated by Rupert Murdoch were percewed as srgmﬁeant nnpedrments to a successful K
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‘magazine, both the Post and Fox News “pﬂloned the Fn‘st Couple w1th a rehsh bordermg on - -

cxualty Page Six, the Post’s famons gossip column, Iefarred to the Pres1dcnt as the horndog-

m-chcf and Sean Delonas its editorial cartoonist, routmely depmted him n bis underpants
{The New Yorker, “Murdock s Game" John Cassufly, October 16 2006 pages’ 1-2.)
Demonstrative of this mtent are rscent pubhc Tamts against another of Murdoch's holdmgs, ‘
Fox Nsws by Defendant Bill Clinton, an employcc and agent of Defendant Burklc | 51
To this end, as reported in the New Yorker, Bill Clinton stated “I m sick and tired of
being a goddam punching bag for the New York Post d (Thc New Yorker, “Murdoch 5
Game J ohn Cas:ﬂdy October 16 2006, paga 3 ) TJust as Bu:lde had tried and faaled at one
pomt to arrange a mectmg w1th Page Six ed1tor Richard Johnson, Defendant Bill Chnton had

tned and failed to arrangc a meeting with Post ownex Rupert Murdoch. (zbzd) C]mton -

_ complamed to the Post's editor-in- clue‘f about his treatment n the newspaper }ust as Bnrklc

had done. Further, Defendanl Hﬂary C]Jnton was ﬁmous at the Post 8 covcrage ofher senate

caTnpalgns. The Post had un oniy seven. posmve ednoml and colurnns about I—Iﬂlary Clinton

as opPOSed totwo hundred neg atrve ones. Cle arly; Hﬂlary zmd Bﬂl C]mton area xoaterial part
of the scheme to destroy Page Snx aud the New York Post in general
COUNT 1

DEFAMATION LIBEL AND SLANDER

52 Plamttff Iefers to and mcorporates herein paragraphs 1 through 51 above
| 53, Dcfendzmts have, as set forth above made and pubhshed elther personally

or tbrough agenls false m:sleadmg and untrue statements mtended 0 defame the PIaJntxffs

reputatlon .

17




. statements were

.54, _The Defendants" actions in making the false and fnisleadjng eccusations to

fedexal authoxmes the New York Daily News and the New York szes constzmte slander to

extent the Defendants and the:r employees and/or agents verba]ly communicated the.

falsehoods. Fimther, the Defendants’ statements constrtute libel since the written falsehoods :

. appeared iy articles for the New Yorlc Daily News and the Wa]l Street J oumal and caused

further d15paragmg articles to be written in the Radar On]me Webs1te and in other

pubhcattons As such, the Defendants’ collecuve actions constitute, defamatlon
58 Defendants made False :rmd mlsleadmg statements ]s:oowmg that the facts

a]leged 10 the federal authontles -and the media were false m;sleadmg, and made with the

intentto harm and 7 mJure Mr. Stern's reputatlon Their false accusations of ﬂlegal conduct on-

M. Stern’s part constitute defamatton Dper se.
56.  The statements described above are defamatory-to the recipient. The

intended to harass the reputatmn of the Plamt]ff both personally and in

relation to his. employment and busmess endeavors soasto lower his’ status mthe copmnunity, .

deter third pames from association wn:h him thereby exPosmg himto pubhc hatred contempt '

scorn, obloquy and/or shame.

57_...' Third parttes heard and understood the statements to be defamatory and to
apply 10 Plamtl“ff
Y. 3 The statements Were; made to harm, Plamtlffs' reputatton Wlthout any

Justzﬁcatlon or pnvﬂege

. 59.° Plamt:ff has suffered damages as'a result of the per se standerous and

defamatow statements made end/or pubhshed by Defendants or at Defendants’ dn'ectton,

.18
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.including But not limited to, impairment of his reputation and Standiﬁg- in the eoquunity,

embarrassment, and personal humiliation.

60. ' The .cumﬁlative effect of the stories in the New York Daﬂy News, N"ew York
T]IDES and other medla, Burkle's Wall Stxeet J oumal editorial, Sxtnck's statements and the

avalanchc of ancﬂlary coparerntaty and coverage bolstered by Burlde/Sztrlclc’s false .

. accusatxons a_nd mlsrepresentauons was 10 leave no doubt inthe mind of the pubhc that Mr.

Stern hadin :['act attempted to extort Burlde that Burkle's false accusauons of extoxtzon were

supported by the federal authormes that-they would shortly be arrestmg Mt Stern for,

' -extomon, and that Mr. Stern was gmlty of criminal actmty. ‘

| 61.  Asaconsequence ofthe foré:going, M. Stern was fired by the New York Pest _ .
and has been unable to obtain other exnployment; he has been Jmpover:shed and ostracxzed
fma]ly, he has endured many other deprivations and haIdSh‘lPS as a result. His clothing 1me

"Skull & Bones by Jared Paul Stern,” which by vutue ofi its name has its reputatlon mexorably'

‘lmked w1th Mr. Stern’s, and due. to the fact that Budde a}leged it to be'a vehlcle for ﬂlegal

‘ac1:1v1ty has zlso suffered ﬁna:ucm]ly and is unable to attract mvestors SkuIl & Boneés was.

entioned by Defendants Sherman and ‘the New York Daﬂy News in then‘ fabrlcated-

‘extortion stones and the online version of these stories inclnded & Imk to the Sku}l & Bones.' -

© website, wh.lch also resulted in hate m;ul bemg sent to the company

WI{EREFORE Plamtlff prays for actual economic and nOn-econonnc damages,
Jomtly and severally, against each and all of the Defendams , punitive and exemplary damages,

attomeys fees COStS- and such other and further rehef a5 the Court may deem appropnate

.19 .
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.

H\JTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS

62. - Plaintiff’ realleges and reavers paragraphs 1 through 61 of the
Complamt as if fuily stated bezein.

- 63, Defendants Jomtly and severa]ly, mtentmnally, mahcmus]y,
xecldessly and neghgenﬂy took actlons and pubhshed false and mmleadmg statements and
took other tortious actions in concert about Plamttff des1gned to cause severe. emotlonal
distress to the Plamtlff . N

64. Defendants’ conduct was so. outrageous n character and S0 extreme m"
deg;tee asto go beyond ell possible bounds of decency, and tobe regarded as atroc1ous and
 uttetly fntolerable in a civilized community. Defendants knew or had reason to ]mowg and

indeed.lcounted on the fact that their conduct was xeasonably certain to inflict emotional

» o distress upon the Plaintiff.

- 65. Defendants outrageous actions were ‘designed to cause Plamtﬁf severe

B ‘ . émotional chstress physxca] mjumes and side effects As a result, Plamnff was mduced to'
suffer physmal and emotxonal aﬂments which mclude but are not limited to Ioss of sleep, skin -.

'problems stomach aﬂments headaches back pam, d:zzmess hghtheadedness hypextensmn, ‘

, - shortness of breath, depressmn, hyperventﬂatmn Nervousness, excess mtake of alcohol and '

o

. o . other symptoms‘, such as Joss of sensory perceptions, and‘ he has been Ieft wnhout the means

- to treat them. -
WH]ZREFORE Plamtﬂ"f prays for actual and compensatory econormc and Don-

. econo:mc damages mcludmg but not hnnted 10 paJn and suﬁermg, and pumtwe damages :

200




550 //"MA 57

- plus attorneys fees and ,.éo'sts,. and such othex relief as the court may d_eem just and proper.

COUNT 111

TORTIOUS INTERFERENCE WITH BUSINESS RELATIONSHIP

66. Plamtﬁ":f realleges and reavers paxagraphs 1 tbrough 65 of the

Complamt as if fu]ly stated herem,

6_7’. Defendants _]omﬂy and severally, mtentiona]ly, ma11c10usly, recldessly o
and neghgentiy took actlons and pubhshed false and nusleadmg statements and took other
tortious actions in com:ext agamst and concennng the Plaintiff for the purpose of causmg

mjury and tortious interference. in the ‘business relatlomhlp between the Plaintiff and his

'employer, the New York Post

.68, . The Defendants actions were intended ‘to harm the Plaintiff zmd were

committed without excuse or justification. The motive for the interference was solely

: mahcmus and mtended to Str.lp the Plamt]ff of busmoss opportumtws w1th his employer

69. Asa consequence of the Defendants tortious mterference M, Stem was ﬁred ‘

by the New York Post and has been. unable to obtzun other employment he has been

impoVerished and ostracized_; ﬁna]ly, he has endured many other deprivations and hardships as

a IeSult

o WHEREFORE lent]ff prays for acmal and compensatory econonnc and non~

. econonnc damages mcludmg but not ]m:uted 0 pain and suffexmg and pumt:ve damages

plus attomeys foes and costs, and such o’r.her rehef 2s the-cowrt may deem j'llSt a.nd proper :

21
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. COUNT IV

INJURIOUS FALSEHOOD

70. Plaintiff rcallcges' and reavers paragraphs 1 through 69 of the
Complamt as if fully stated herein. - |
| 71.  Defendants, each and every one of them, Jomtly and severally,
mtennonally, mahmously, reck_lessly and neghgently took actions and pubhshed false -and

nuslcadmg statements i concert about Plamt:ff with the intent to harm the Plaintiff w1thout

nably prudcnt person would or should anuc1pate that

the damage to the Plaintiff would natu:ra]ly flow.

72. © The false and n:usleadmg statements mjurcd the Plamtiff such that third pames '

. were lead to take detrimental ac't:ons, 1o wit, the Plamuff was ﬁred by the New York Post and

has been unable to obtain other employment H1s clothing line, “Sku]l & 'Bones by J ared Paul

” which by virtie of its name has its repmanon mexorably Imked with Mr Stem s, and .
due to the fact that Burlde a]]eged 1t tobea veh;cle for ﬂ;legal actlvxty, has also suffered
ﬁnancm]ly, isunable to attract investors and attmcted hate maﬂ

o “THEREFORE Plaintiff. prays for, actual and compensatory economic 4nd non- -

~ economic damages mcludmg but not limited to pam and suffenng, and punitive damages plus

- _ attomeys fees a:ud costs, and such other rehcf as the court, may deem just and proper

COUNT v

ABUSE OF PROCESS '

Plamtzﬂ" reaﬂeges and reavers paragraphs 1 Lhrough 72 of the Complamt

as If fully stated herem '

2
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74.  Defendants, notwithstanding the New York Daily News, jointlsv and severélly,‘

 made false, misleading and baseless allegations and. so-called evi_d_ence to thc-FBI and U.S,

Attomey’s office that Mr.' Stern was attemp‘ting to extort money from Burkle exchange for

favorable coverage in‘the New York Post

75. - There was 1o ev1dence to support the accusatlon of extortion and ‘the .

accusations were made u&ﬂlout excuse or justification. Thc Defendants actions were

intended to harm the Plaintiff and nteénded to strip the Plai;atiff of credibility, business

; opportumtles and good standmg in the commumty

76. Federal au’chontws determmed there was no. bas1s for charges of extortlcmq or

any “other cha:ges to be brought agamst Mr. Stern. No charges were ever ﬁled agamst Mr.

- Stérm, and the U.S. Attorney's office mformed Mr. Stemm that he was Ionger u:uder

investigation shortIy after the false a]lcgatmns were made

77. Asa consequcnce of the Defendants abuse of the process na perverted

mariner, Mr. Stem was fired by the New York Post and has been unable to obtain othcr;

employment he has been unpovenshcd and ostracized: ﬁna]ly, he has endu:ed many other_

depr:vatmns and h.ardshlps as a rcsult as plead hercm

' WHEREFORE, Plan:mff prays for actual and compensatory ecopomIic and Don-

attorneys fees and costs, and such other-rclief as the court may dcem Justjan_d propcr;

economic damages, ncluding but not h:mted 10 pam and su.ffermg, and pumtlve damages, plus .
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COUNT VI

CIVIL CONSPIRACY

78.  Plaintiff realleges and reavers paragraphs 1 tb:ough 77 of the Complamt

ag if fully stated herem

79. Defendants each and every one of them, Jomtly and severa!ly,

entered mto a conspjxacy to further and comrmt the overt acts and pxacuces plead in this

Cormoplaint with the intent and effect of severely damagmg Plamtrff ﬁnanmaﬂy, emotionally

and physically.

. 80.  Defendants conspired to publish false and misleading statements, -

‘ntentionally, maliciously, recklessly and negligently to severely harm Plaintiff and his

reputation.

81. - ‘Defendants conspired to comumit various torts and publish false and misleading

distress, infamy, disgxace ridicule, conteropt, embarrassment, humjlia’;ion, phys_icalhaﬁnand |

" trauma uponlmn in his social, ofﬁcm] and bu5u1ess relations of life. -

statements, intentionally, malicieﬁsly, recklessly: and negligently to inflict severe emotional -

82.  Defendants consprred to pubhsh false and m]sleadmg stateznents, mtentxona]ly, |

: mahcmusly, recklessly and neghgently to urgustlﬁably tomously mterfere w1th the right of the

‘ Plaintiff to pursue his lawful occupation and to Teceive the earmngs of his _bus_mess endeavors

as we]l as to abuse process

83. As 4 result of Defendants’. concerted actions, Plamtlff wag subjected to -

' 'phys1cai harm and trauma Upon him in bis socwl, ofﬁczal and busmess relations of life. -
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WHEREFORE, Plai_ntiff prays for actual and 'c_:_ompensatory economic and non-
economic damages, mcludmg but not lnmted to pain and suifering, a,nd pumtwe damages,
plas attomeys fees aud costs, and such.other rchef as the court may dcem JIlST. and proper.

DEMAND FOR TURY TRIAL

P]:amtﬁ I a.red Paul Stem demands a trial by Jury on all issues so triable by a jury..

Datéd: Ne%w York, New. Yok

March 21, 2007 - M M
L ) ’ . m

G. DOWPD—

Attorfiey for Plaintiff

112 Madison Avenue, 3™ Floor
New York, NY 10016

(212) 751-1640

LARRY KLAYMAN
THE KLAYMAN LAW PTRM P.A.
601 Brickell Key Dxive '
Suite 404

Miami; FI.33131

Tel: (305) 579-3455

Fax:(305) 579-3454

Email: Jeklayman@bellsouth.net

(Pro Hac Vice Application Pending)
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